springs which the density of the jungle render perennial, and by
the leaf manure which the jungle yields in abundance and which
native gardeners well know how to value. The gardens occupied
the upper and consequently the narrowest and most shaded part
of the ravines, and below them a lew terraced fields yielded rich
crops of rice and su^ar-eane. In those secluded farms the Haig
Brahmins, their possessors, lived in clustered families ; ignorant,
suspicions and poor amid the richest crops that the bounty of
nature ever yielded. The betel palms there grow so close toge-
ther that the iirst gatherer after ascending one slender stem can
pass round the whole garden by swinging from tree to tree.
Up every stem the pepper viue is trained, and between them the
cardamom is planted in alternate rows with the shadowy plan-
tain. The latter alone fails to yield its fruit in this dense shade,
and is planted only to be cut down and add to the decaying
vegetable manure. But in full proportion to this bounty of
nature had been the exactions of the tax-gatherer, and the money-
lender, and the garden llyuts were an impoverished and indebted
race. The rest of the country was almost uninterrupted jungle,
abounding in game and thieves \ for it was the safe retreat of
bands of Pindarics and other lawless tribes from the more open-
Southern Mahratta country. So unhealthy was the country
deemed that for many years it was considered to be unsuited
for European residence and was only occasionally visited by
a .Revenue Officer addicted to sport. Even the annual jum-
mabimdy was entrusted to the native officials who hurried
through their duty and returned to the coast with as little
delay as possible*

Through this country there was from the first a very brisk
trade carried on by Brinjeries in large camps between the Sou-
thern Mahratta country and the coast, and between the cultiva-
tors of the country and the large cities of the Doccan, where the
betel-nut anil carclarnons were chiefly consumed. Even the
wheat of Oomrawutee, distant 500 miles, found its way to Canara
to be exchanged for these spices. After a few years the Bala-
ghat proved to be more healthy, and every cold season it was
visited by the Collector and his Assistants, and the coldness
of the climate and abundance of sport rendered this annual
tour a time of great enjoyment. It was ou one of these
visits in 133& that the Collector of* Canara and his Assis*
taut narrowly escaped with their lives during a riot raised
in thes town of Sirs! by the Nugget insurgent Boodda Bus-
sapa, After standing a two days* seige from the Mussulman
population excited to madness by the usual scheme of throwing
a pig into the mosque* the timely arrival of troops from Honore